
w The ^ 



% Office * 



fff/GB 2003 / 0 0 1 * 7 ? ^ 




The Patent Office 
Concept House 
Cardiff Road 
Newport 
South Wales 
NP10 8QQ 



I the undersigned, being an officer duly authorised in accordance with $dttfiB6)74(l) anBfft) 
of the Deregulation & Contracting Out Act 1994, to sign and issue certificates on behalf of the 
Comptroller-General, hereby certify that annexed hereto is a true copy of the documents as 
originally filed in connection with the patent application identified therein. 



In accordance with the Patents (Companies Re-registration) Rules 1982, if a company named 
in this certificate and any accompanying documents has re-registered under the Companies Act 
1980 with the same name as that with which it was registered immediately before re- 
registration save for the substitution as, or inclusion as, the last part of the name of the words 
"public limited company" or their equivalents in Welsh, references to the name of the company 
in this certificate and any accompanying documents shall be treated as references to the name 
with which it is so re-registered. 



In accordance with the rules, the words "public limited company" may be replaced by p.l.c, 
pic, P.L.C. or PLC. 



Re-registration under the Companies Act does not constitute a new legal entity but merely 
subjects die. company to certain additional company law rules. ^ T 

PRIORITY 
DOCUMENT 

! SUBMITTED OR TRANSMITTED IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH RULE 17.1(a) OR (b) 




Signed 
Dated 25 April 2003 



Best Available Copy 



An Rvpnntivp. Acpjinv nf thp.TVri»rfmi».nt of Tr«Hft nnrl Tnrinstrv 




lent 



nest for^ii»rML^g|_ 

notes on the bacMc of tltis Form. You can also get an 
tory leaflet from t2*e F* a tent Office to help you ml in 



Eatiat 
Office 



op»2 nrntt-i'mmji 

FOi/7700 0.00-0207977-0 



The Patent Office 

Cardiff Road 
Newport 
South Wales 
NP9 1RH 



jur reference 



•tent application number 

he Patent Office will lull in this part) 



ill name, address and postcode of the or of 
ch applicant '(cuncferliTj e all surnames) 



itents ADP number (if you know it) 

the applicant is a corporate body, give the 
)untry/state of its incorporation 



207061/PDJ 



0207977.0 



Eschmann Holdings Limited, 

Peter Road, 

Lancing, 

West Sussex BN15 8TJ. 
United Kingdom 



5 APR 20Q2 



tie of the invention 



Surgical Table Transfer System 



ame of your agent (if you have one) 

address for service" in the United Kingdom 
• which all correspondence should be sent 
deluding the postcode} 



PAGE WHITE & FARRER 
•54 Doughty Street, 
London WC1 N 2LS, 
United Kingdom 



itents ADP number (if you know it) 



1255003 



you are declaring priority from one or more 
irlier patent applications, give the country 
id the date of filing of the or of each of these 
irlier applications and (if you know it) the or 
ich application number 



Country Priority application number 

(if you know it) 



Date of filing 
(day /month /year) 



this application is divided or otherwise 
arived from an earlier UK application, 
ve the number and the filing date of 
le earlier application 



Number of earlier application 



Date of filing 
(day /month /year) 



a statement of inventorship and of right 
i grant of a patent required in support of 
lis request? (Answer 'Yes' if. 

I any applicant xisomed in part 3 is not an inventor, or 
1 there is an inverjtojr wfjo is not named as an 
applicant, or 

any named apj^licstnt is a corporate body, 
ie note (d)) 



Yes 



Patents Form 1/77 



Patents Form 1/77 

9. Enter the number of sheets for any of" the 

following items you are filing with this form. 

Do not count copies of the same document 

Continuation sheets of this form q 
Description 9 

Claim, (s) ^ 
Abstract 1 

Drawings 4 




10. If you are also filing any of the following, 
state how many against each item. 

Priority documents q 
Translations of priority documents q 



Statement of inventorship and right 
to grant of a patent (Patents JFonrt 7/7^7) 


0 


Request for preliminary examination 
and search (Patents Form 9/77) 


Request* for substantive examination 
(Patents Fojrm XO/77) 


0 


Any other documents 
(please specify) 




11. 


I/We request tiie grant of a patent on the basis of th: 

Signature — '■ " ' " Date' 05. 

PAGE VVI-^TE & FARRER 


12. Name and daytime telephone number of 
person to contact in the United Kingdom 


P.O. JENKINS 
(020) 7831-7929 



Warning 

After an application for a patent has been fzJecf, the Comptroller of the Patent Office will consider whethei 
or communication of the invention should t>e prohibited or restricted under Section 22 of the Patents Act 
will be informed if it is necessary to profzihir our restrict your invention in this way. Furthermore, if you lr 
United Kingdom, Section 23 of the Patents Act 2 977 stops you from applying for a patent abroad without 
written permission from the Patent Office unless an application has been filed at least 6 weelcs beforehand 
United Kingdom for a patent for the same invention and either no direction prohibiting publication or 
communication has been given, or any stxcht direction has been revoked. 

Notes 

a) If you need help to fill in this form oryozj have any questions, please contact the Patent Office on 064. 

b) Write your answers in capital letters zising tflack ink or you may type them. 

c) If there is not enough space for all the relevant details on any part of this form, please continue on a s 
sheet of paper and write "see continuation sheet" in the relevant part (s). Any continuation sheet shou. 
attached to this form. 

-d)'Ifyou±ave answefea~'Yes'Patente 7/77 will need to be filed. 

e) Once you have filled in theformyou must remember to sign and date it 

f) For details of the fee and ways to pay please contact the Patent Office. 



Patents 




SURGICAL TABLE TRANSFER SYSTEM 

'he present invention relates to a surgical table transfer system. 

; is known to provide a surgical table transfer system for minimi sing the disturbance and 
andling of patients during their transfer from a hospital bed to a surgical operation table, 
•he handling of patients is minimised partly to ntinimise trauma to the patient and partly 
3 nxboirnise manual handling by hospital staff. 

uch known surgical table transfer systems comprise a patient support in the form of a 
ible top, defining an upper surface for supporting me patient, which is removably 
lounted on a transporter in the form of a wheeled trolley which is readily manoeuvrable, 
he transporter is used as a support for the surgical table top when used as a hospital bed. 
/hen the surgical table top is to be used as a surgical operation table, the s-urgical table 
>p is removed from the transporter onto a surgical table base, also known as a pedestal, 
'he pedestal can be operated so as to adjust the height of the surgical table top for the 
onvenience of the hospital staff during the operation 

uch surgical table transfer systems are known for example from EP-A-0457246 (and its 
quivalent US-A-5083331) and EP-A-0691117 (and its equivalent US-A-5611638). 
hese known systems incorporate trapezoidal connecting elements arranged on the 
pposed longitudinal side edges of the table top and which depend downwardly from the 
ible top. The connecting elements maybe received in complementary trapezoidal shaped 
reivers in the transporter and the pedestal. In order to provide a latching of the table top 

> the pedestal as well as to the transporter in' order to prevent an unintended release of the 
hie top from the particular support being used at the time, the connecting elements are 
ich provided with a pair of longitadinally opposed latching members in the form, of 
Lvotally supported pawls. Each pawl is biased towards an outwardly pivoted position by 
respective helical compression spring. The pawls are arranged to be selectively latched 
i an associated detent recess in the transporter or the pedestal. Sensors may be provided 

> determine whether each of the latching pawls is latched into its associated detent recess. 



2 

These known mobile surgical table transport systems suffer from the problem that t 
attachment devices between the table top on the one hand and the pedestal and t 
transporter on the other hand are complicated in construction, requiring a plurality 
moving parts. Furthermore, there is also a need more easily to assist accurate locating 
the table top relative to the pedestal or the transporter during the transfer operation wh 
the table top is being transferred from the transporter to the pedestal or vice vers 
Furthermore, despite the plurality of pawls on each side of the table top, only one pa^ 
acts at any given time to prevent tipping in a given direction. Consequently, the table t< 
can be rendered vulnerable to unintended release by the failure of a single pawl. 

The present invention at least partially aims to overcome these problems with, the prior a: 
The present invention aims to provide an improved surgical table transport system, 
particular having a more simplified and reliable locking and location mechanism betwe( 
the table top, the pedestal and the transporter. 

Accordingly, the present invention provides a surgical table transfer system comprising 
patient support in the form of a table top; a surgical table base in the form of a pedestal; 
transporter; and a connection device for selectively connecting the table top to the pedest 
or the transporter, the connection device comprising a first transfer block mounted on tl 
pedestal; a second transfer block mounted on the transporter; and a latcli mechanise 
mounted on the table top and adapted selectively to latch with one of the first and secon 
transfer blocks, the latch mechanism comprising a body having first and second opposii 
mating surfaces, each of which is adapted to mate with a corresponding mating surface c 
a respective first or second transfer block, and a displaceable catch member mounted o 
the body which is adapted to be displaceable between first and second latchting positior 
for respective latching engagement with the first and second transfer -blocks, file catc 
member having first and second catch elements on a respective opposite side thereof, eac 
transfer block including a cavity for latching engagement therein of the respective catc 
element. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be described, by way of example onl) 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:- 



Figure 1 is a perspective view of a surgical table transport system including a surgical 
table top, shown removably mounted on a transporter, and a surgical table pedestal m 
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a perspective enlarged schematic view, partly in phantom, and in a dissembled 
configuration, of a pair of transfer blocks for respective mounting on the pedestal and on 
the transporter and a latch mechanism for cooperation therewith for mounting on the table 
top of the system of Figure 1; 

Figures 3 and 4 are, respectively, plan and front views of the transfer blocks of Figure 2; 

Figure 5 is a front view of one of the transfer blocks when latched with the catch member 
of the latch mechanism of the system of Figure 1 ; and 

Figures 6, 7 and 8 are schematic end views, partly in phantom, of the transfer blocks of the 
pedestal and the transporter and" the latch mechanism on the table top illustrating 
sequential steps in the transfer of the table top from the transporter to the pedestal and vrce 



versa. 



Referring to Figure 1- there is shown a surgical operation table transport system, 
designated generally as 2, in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 
The surgical table transfer system 2 comprises a surgical table top 4 which is removably 
mounted on a wheeled transporter 6, otherwise known as a trolley, which is readxly 
manoeuvrable and yet provides a secure base for the surgical table top 4 when it is used as 
a hospital bed: The surgical operation table transport system 2 further includes a surgical 
operation table pedestal 8, also known as a table base, which stands on the floor. 
Typically, a surgical operation table transport system normally comprises one pedestal m 
conjunction with two table tops and two transporters. The pedestal 8 includes a base 
portion 10, which is provided With wheels or casters (not shown) which provide some 
limited manoeuvrability to the pedestal 8, and a column 12 of adjustable height mounted 
on the base portion 10. The height of the column 12 may be adjusted either hydrauhcally 
or electrically. The table top 4 is divided into four sections, namely a head section 14, an 
upper torso section 16, a lower torso section 18 and a leg section 20. Together, the four 
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sections define a patient support surface 22. The sections 14, 16, 18, 20 can be pivoted 
relative to each other so as to adjust the relative angle of the sections, and thereby the 
shape and configuration of the patient support surface 22. 

An under surface 25 of the upper torso section 16 of the table top has mounted thereon, on 
opposite sides thereof, a pair of spaced, longitudinally oriented, downwardly depending 
latch mechanisms 24 as shown in greater detail in Figure 2: Each latch mechanism 24 
includes a catch member 26 and a catch support member 28. Each catch support member 
28 has pivotally mounted thereon a respective catch member 26. Each latch mechanism 
24 is configured selectively to cooperate and latch with a respective longitudinally 
oriented transfer block 30,32 provided both on the column 12 of the pedestal 8 and on the 
transporter 6. 

The pedestal transfer blocks 30 are provided on respective opposite longitudinally directed 
upper edges 34 of the column 12, so as to be laterally outwardly directed. Conversely, the 
transferblocks 32 on the transporter 6 are longitudinally mounted on respective opposite 
upper edges 36 of a frame member 38 of the transporter 6 and are laterally inwardly 
directed. There are thus provided two pairs of cooperating transfer blocks 30,32, each pair 
30,32 being on a respective opposite side of both the pedestal 8 and the transporter 6. A 
single pair of transfer blocks 30,32 is illustrated in Figure 2. Each transfer block 30,32 of 
a pair is adapted to cooperate with a respective opposite side 40,42 of latch mechanism 24 
which is received between the opposed transfer blocks 30,32 of the pair when the table top 
4 is being transferred from the transporter 6 to the pedestal 8 or vice versa. 

Referring in detail to Figures 2 to 5, the transfer blocks 30,32 mounted on the pedestal 8 
and the transporter 6 have the same structure and configuration. The transfer blocks 30,32 
of each cooperating pair face each, other in a mirror-symmetrical maimer during transfer of 
the table top 4 when the latch mechanism 24 is located between the two transfer blocks 
30,32. Each transfer block 30,32 includes a longitudinally oriented elongate backing plate 
44 provided with a pair of longitudinally separated mounting holes 46 by means of which 
the backing plate 44 is securely affixed, for example by threaded bolts (not shown), to the 
upper longitudinal edge 36,34 of the respective transporter 6 or pedestal 8. The uppermost 
face 48 of the backing plate 44 of the transfer block 30,32 is downwardly and forwardly 



chamfered to provide an inclined surface 48, typically inclined at an angle of 45° to the 
horizontal. At the centre of the backing plate 44 is provided an'integral forwardly directed 
chamfered extension 50 defining a pair of forwardly directed opposed side faces 52,54 and 
therebetween a downwardly and forwardly directed lower inclined face 56 which is 
typically inclined at an angle of 75° to the horizontal. In addition, at the centremosfrpart of 
the inclined face 56 is provided an integral forwaxdly-directed trapezoidal or wedge 
shaped support member 60. 

The trapezoidal support member 60 includes two opposite side faces 62,64 which are each 
inclined to the vertical, typically at an angle of 15°, so as to define an upwardly pointing 
trapezoidal shape, with the upper and lower edges of the trapezoidal shape heing defined 
by a planar upper horizontal surface 66 and an opposite planar lower horizontal surface 68 
of the trapezoidal support member 60. The lower surface 68, and' correspondingly a lower 
part of each of the two opposite side faces 62,64, are disposed below a bottom edge 70 of 
the backing plate 44. The front face 72 of the trapezoidal support member 60 consists of a 
downwardly and forwardly inclined upper surface 74, typically inclined at an angle of 45° 
to the horizontal, and a vertical lower surface 76 defining the major portion of the front 
face 72 of the trapezoidal support member 60. A lower part of the vertical surface 76 is 
provided with one or more inwardly recessed horizontally oriented elongate recesses 78. 

Each transfer block 30,32 is provided with one or more longitudinally spaced downwardly 
extending cylindrical bores 80,82 which extend downwardly from the planar upper surface 
66 of the trapezoidal support member 60. As shown in Figures 6 to 8, a compression 
sprung element 84 is received in each bore 80,82, the upper end 96 of each sprung element 
84 extending, in the relaxed configuration, above the planar upper surface 66. 

Each latch mechanism 24 which is mounted on the under surface 25 of the table top 4 
includes a horizontal longitudinally oriented elongate hacking plate 100 having respective 
mounting holes 102,104 at the opposite longitudinal ends thereof for securely fixing the 
latch mechanism 24 to the table top 4 by means of, for example, threaded bolts (not 
shown). Each longitudinally directed face 106,108 of the backing plate 100 is 
downwardly and inwardly inclined so as to be matable with the correspondingly inclined 
uppermost face 48 of the backing plate 44 of each transfer block 30,32. 
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At the longitudinal centre of the backing plate 100, is disposed a downwardly directed 
catch support assembly 110 comprising a pair of longitudinally spaced catch support 
members 112,114 with a movable catch member 26 being disposed therebetween. The 
longitudinally outwardly facing surfaces 116,118 of the two catch support members 
112,114 are vertical. The longitudinally inwardly facing opposed surfaces 120,122 of the 
two catch support members 112,114 are downwardly and outwardly inclined relative to 
the vertical so as to define therebetween a trapezoidal, or wedge shaped, recess 123 for 
mating reception therein of the trapezoidal support members 60 of the transfer blocks 
30,32, each on a respective side of the recess 123. typically, the surfaces 120,122 are 
inclined at an angle of 1 0° to the vertical. 

The pair of longitudinally directed, laterally facing, faces 124,126 of each catch support 
member 112,114 each include a major upper inclined portion 128 and a minor lower 
inclined portion 130 which together for both faces 124,126 define a downwardly pointed 
tip 132 of each catch support member 1 12,1 14. The two opposite upper inclined portions 
128 are both downwardly and inwardly inclined, typically at an angle of 15° to the 
vertical, and the two opposite lower inclined portions 130 are also downwardly and 
inwardly inclined typically at an angle of 45° to the vertical, so as to terminate in the 
pointed tip 132 of the catch support member 1 12, 114. 

The catch member 26 is longimdinally mounted in the recess 123 and pivotally mounted 
about a longitudinally directed axis 134 extending between the opposed facing surfaces 
120,122 of the 6atch support members 112,114. The catch member 26 is freely pivotally 
mounted and is unbiased in any particular direction. The catch member 26 has a 
substantially T-shaped cross-section^ with a pair of opposite outwardly directed arms 
136,138 at the top thereof and an integral centrally downwardly depending leg 140. The 
axis 134 is orthogonal to the arms 136,138 and the leg 140. At the junction of the arms 
136,138 and the leg 140 is provided a longitudinally oriented elongate bore 142 through 
which an elongate catch pin 144 extends, with the catch pin 144 being securely affixed, for 
example by threaded bolts (not shown), at each end thereof to a respective catch support 
member 1 12,1 14. The catch member 26 can be freely pivoted in a rocking motion about 
the catch pin 144. Each arm 136,138 includes a downwardly facing bearing surface 



146,148 which is adapted to cooperate with the upper end of each of the sprung elements 
84 mounted in the respective transfer block 30,32. The leg 140 of the catch member 26 is 
provided, with a downwardly pointed arrowhead-section foot 150 at the bottom end 152 
thereof including two opposed longitudinally oriented laterally outwardly facing catch 
elements 154,156, each catch element 154,156 including an upper planar portion 158 and 
a lower downwardly and inwardly inclined portion 160, with each catch element 154,156 
being shaped and configured so as to be received in a respective recess 78 of a transfer 
block 30,32. 

The length, in a longitudinal direction, of the catch member 26 is, for the. upper portion 
thereof comprising the arms 136,138 and an upper part 162 of the leg 140, slightly less 
than that of the trapezoidal recess 123 at the upper edge thereof. The two sides of the leg 
140 taper inwardly to provide a reduced width at a lower part 164 of the leg 140. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the shape, geometry and configuration of 
the various interconnecting or engaging elements employed in the present invention may 
b e modified or varied without departing from the invention. 

The operation of the surgical table transfer system in accordance with the embodiment of 
the invention will now be described with particular reference to Figures 6 to 8. 

Figure 6 schematically shows the transfer block 30, which is one of the pair thereof 
affixed to the pedestal 8, in the configuration with the transfer block 30 supporting and 
being in latching engagement with one of the latch mechanisms 24 of the pair thereof 
which are affixed to the table top 4. As may be seen from Figure 6," in the latching 
configuration, the catch element 154 is received within the recess 78 of the transfer block 
30 as a result of the upwardly directed bias on the surface 146 of the arm 136 by the upper 
end 96 of the sprung element 84 bearing thereagainst, which, in Figure 6, urges the catch 
member 26 in a clockwise direction. This in turn urges the catch element 154 into the 
recess 78, which securely latches the table top 4 relative to the pedestal 8, and prevents 
inadvertent relative vertical movement therebetween. 
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As shown in Figure 6, when it is desired to transfer the table top 4 onto the transporter 6 
from the pedestal 8, the column 12 of the pedestal 8 is initially raised to a sufficient height 
so that the transporter 6 can be manoeuvred beneath the table top 4. The transporter 6 is 
manoeuvred so that the transfer blocks 30,32 affixed thereto are disposed beneath the 
respective latch mechanism 24. There is no need accurately to dispose the transfer blocks 
30,32 directly underneath the latch mechanism 24, because the provision of the inclined 
surfaces 48 on the backing plate 44 of the transfer blocks 30,32 on the one hand and the 
inclined surfaces 130 and 128 on the catch support members 112,114 on-the other hand 
permit sliding movement therebetween. This can cause relative lateral movement between 
the latch mechanism 24 and the transfer blocks 30,32 which in turn can laterally finely 
position the transporter 6 accurately relative to the table top 4 and to the pedestal 8. As 
shown in Figure 6, when the transfer blocks 32 have been positioned generally beneath the 
latch mechanism 24, the table top 4 is then lowered by lowering of the column 12 of the 
pedestal 8 as shown by arrow A. 

As shown in Figure 7, when the latch mechanism 24 is lowered onto the transfer block 32, 
the upper end 96 of the sprung element 84 is urged against the bearing surface 148 of the 
arm 138 which causes compression of the sprung element 94 from its previously extended 
configuration. With reference to Figure 7, this causes anticlockwise movement of the 
cMch member 26 as the load of the table top 4 is transferred to the transfer block 32 from 
the transfer block 30 which is then released on continued downward movement of the 
column 12 as shown by the arrow B. That anticlockwise motion causes the catch element 
156 to be latched in the recess 78 of the transfer block 32. This in turn assures secure 
latching between the table top 4 and the transporter 6, preventing relative vertical 
movement therebetween. 

As shown in Figure 8, on continued downward movement of the column 12 of the pedestal 
8 and the transfer block 30 mounted thereon in the direction of arrow C, the table top 4 
carried on the latch mechanism 24 is released from the pedestal 8 by de-engaging of the 
transfer block 30 from the latch mechanism 24. The table top 4 is accordingly supported 
by the transporter 6. When the column 12 of the pedestal 8 has been moved sufficiently 
downwardly that the transfer block 30 is below the latch mechanism 24, the transporter 6 
carrying the table top 4 can be wheeled away from the pedestal 8. 




It will be clear to a person skilled in the art that when it is desired to transfer the table top 
4 from the transporter 6 back onto the pedestal 8, a reverse sequence of steps occirrs. 
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CLAIMS: 

1 . A surgical table transfer system comprising a patient support in the form of a table 
top; a surgical table base in the form of a pedestal; a transporter; and a connection device 
for selectively connecting the table top to tibie pedestal or the transporter, the connection 
device comprising a first transfer block mounted on the pedestal; a second transfer block 
mounted on the transporter; and a latch mechanism mounted on the table top and adapted 
selectively to latch with one of the first and second transfer blocks, the latch mechanism 
comprising a body having first and second opposite mating surfaces, each of which is 
adapted to mate with a corresponding mating surface of a respective first or second 
transfer block, and a displaceable catch member mounted on the body which is adapted to 
be displaceable between first and second latching positions for respective latching 
engagement with the first and second transfer blocks, the catch member having first and 
second catch elements on a respective opposite side thereof, each transfer block including 
a cavity for latching engagement therein of the respective catch element. 

2. A surgical table transfer system according to claim 1 wherein the catch member 
has a substantially T-shaped cross-section and comprises a pair of opposite outwardly 
directed aims and a leg, the catch member being pivotally mounted to the body about an. 
axis orthogonal to the arms and the leg. 

3. A surgical table transfer system according to claim 2 wherein the catch member is 
freely pivotally mounted to the body and is unbiased in any particular direction. 

4. A surgical table transfer system according to claim 2 or claim 3 wherein the catch, 
elements are disposed at a foot at an end of the leg. 

5. A surgical table transfer system according to any one of claims 2 to 4 wherein the 
arms of the catch member each define a respective bearing surface, each bearing surface 
being adapted to tie engaged by a respective transfer block, thereby to be urged upwardly 
to pivot the catch member about the axis thereby to latch one of the catch elements in the 
cavity of that respective transfer block. 
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6. A surgical table transfer system according to claim 5 wherein each transfer block is 
provided with at least one biasing element which is adapted to be urged against the 
respective bearing surface to cause pivoting of the catch member when the respective 
transfer block supports the latch mechanism. 

7. A surgical table transfer system according to claim 6 wherein the biasing element 
comprises one or more sprung components disposed in a bore of the transfer block, an end 
of the sprung components extending, in an unbiased configuration, above a surface of the 
transfer block for engagement with the catch member. 

8. A surgical table transfer system according to any foregoing claim wherein the body 
defines a trapezoidally shaped recess in which the catch member is mounted, and each 
transfer block is provided with a correspondingly trapezoidally shaped support member for 
mating engagement with the recess. 

9. A surgical table transfer system according to claim 8 wherein the trapezoidal shape 
of the recess and the trapezoidal shape of the support members point upwardly. 

10. A surgical table transfer system according to any foregoing claim wherein the body 
of the latch mechanism includes two downwardly depending longimdinally spaced catch 
support members between which the catch member is mounted, each catch support 
member having a pair of opposite lateral faces which are downwardly and inwardly 
inclined, and each transfer block has a pair of longitudinally spaced lateral faces which are 
downwardly and outwardly inclined, the lateral faces of both the catch support members 
and the transfer blocks being adapted to permit relative sliding motion therebetween for 
assisting lateral location of the transfer blocks relative to the latch mechanism during 
relative vertical movement therebetween. 

11. A surgical table transfer system according to claim 10 wherein the mclined lateral 
faces of the catch support members each comprise an upper portion and a lower portion, 
the lower inclined portion being inclined at a greater angle to the vertical than the upper 
portion, and each mclined lateral face of the transfer block comprises an upper portion and 
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a lower portion, the upper portion being inclined at a greater angle to the vertical than the 
lower portion. 

12. A surgical table transfer system according to any foregoing claim wherein a pair of 
the connection devices are provided one on each longitudinal side of the table top, pedestal 
and transporter. 
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ABSTRACT 



SURGICAL TABLE TRANSFER SYSTEM 

A surgical table transfer system comprising a patient support in the form of a table top; a 
surgical table base in the form of a pedestal; a transporter; and a connection device for 
selectively connecting the table top to the pedestal or the transporter, the connection 
device comprising a first transfer block mounted on the pedestal; a second transfer block 
mounted on the transporter; and a latch mechanism mounted on the table top and adapted 
selectively to latch with one of the first and second transfer blocks, the latch mechanism 
comprising a body having first and second opposite mating surfaces, each of which is 
adapted to mate with a corresponding mating surface of a respective first or second 
transfer block, and a displaceable catch member mounted on the body which is adapted to 
be displaceable between first and second latching positions for respective latching 
engagement with the first and second transfer blocks, the catch member having first and 
second catch elements on a respective opposite side thereof, each transfer block including 
a cavity for latching engagement therein of the respective catch element. 
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